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Annual Assessment of the Status of  
Competition in the Market for the 
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MB Docket No. 05-255 
 

  
 

 

 
TO:  The Commission 
 

 
REPLY COMMENTS OF THE  

ABC, CBS AND NBC 
TELEVISION AFFILIATE ASSOCIATIONS 

 
 
  The ABC Television Affiliates Association, the CBS Television Network Affiliates 

Association, and the NBC Television Affiliates Association (collectively, the “Network Affiliates”), by 

their attorneys, reply to the comments filed in response to the Commission’s Notice of Inquiry in this 

proceeding, released by the Media Bureau on August 12, 2005. 

  In this proceeding, the American Cable Association (ACA), the Broadband Service 

Providers Association (BSPA), Echostar, and DirecTV filed comments that are, in varying degrees, 

critical of the current retransmission consent policies.  The arguments raised in these comments are 

similar to the ones resolved by the Commission in the Commission’s Retransmission Consent and 

Exclusivity Rules:  Report to Congress Pursuant to Section 208 of the Satellite Home Viewer Extension 

and Reauthorization Act of 2004 (Sept. 8, 2005).  In that proceeding, the Network Affiliates provided a 

full analysis and critique of the arguments now being advanced against the retransmission consent 

policies in the above-captioned docket.   



  Accordingly, we hereby attach and incorporate by reference those Comments and Reply 

Comments1 for further consideration by the Commission. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

By /s/ Wade Hargrove    
Wade H. Hargrove 
David Kushner 

BROOKS, PIERCE, MCLENDON, HUMPHREY 
 & LEONARD, L.L.P. 
Wachovia Capitol Center, Suite 1600 
150 Fayetteville Street Mall (27601) 
Raleigh, North Carolina  27602 
(919) 839-0300 

Counsel for the ABC Television 
Affiliates Association 

 
 

By  /s/ Kurt Wimmer    
Kurt A. Wimmer 
W. Jeffrey Vollmer 

COVINGTON & BURLING  
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20004 
(202) 662-6000 

Counsel for the CBS Television  
Network Affiliates Association and the 
NBC Television Affiliates Association 

 
October 11, 2005 
 

                                                      
1 Originally filed in Inquiry Required by the Satellite Home Viewer Extension and Reathorization Act on 
Rules Affecting Competition in the Television Marketplace (MB Docket No. 05-28). 



EXHIBIT A 
 

Comments of the ABC, CBS, FBC, and NBC Television Affiliate Associations 
 

in MB Docket 05-28 















































EXHIBIT B 
 

Reply Comments of the ABC, CBS, FBC, and NBC Television Affiliate  
 

Associations in MB Docket 05-28 












































































































